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FRANCE

Snuggle up 
with Val
The combination of tackling a World Cup race 
run and settling down with a drink in a cosy 
chalet was enough to persuade avid après ski 
fan ROB FREEMAN to have a couple of nights 
in when he visited Val d’Isere

I
T was just 24 hours since the world’s top 

ski racers had been hurtling down this 

precipice overlooking the French ski town of 

Val d’Isere. And the rock hard icy conditions 

that they love so much were still present, the 

slope slickly gleaming in the sun.

We had left the top station of the Olympique 

telecabine, turned left and left again past the 

sign saying 'experts only' and we knew the run 

to come was going to be more challenge than 

fun, with little chance of our skis gaining any sort 

of edge on the boilerplate of a surface.

But the object of the exercise was to see 

at close quarters just how awesome, not to 

say terrifying, was the physical and technical 

examination facing the madmen who risked life 

and limb on Val d’Isere’s La Face run in one of 

the most testing races of the World Cup season.

Under the expert guidance of former racer Tom 

Saxlund, now director of the New Generation 

ski school in Val d’Isere, we slipped and skidded 

down the ferociously steep Epaule du Charvet 

section of the run. This is rated the steepest 

course, as far as the overall average pitch is 

concerned, in the World Cup calendar. The racers 

take it virtually straight down. Ours was more of 

a racing sideslip, throwing in the occasional turn 

when the opportunity arose. 

We saw the spots where the racers jumped, 

and where they had to make turns in mid-air. 

And the scary sections where they reached top 

speeds of about 90mph.

The course had been used the day before 

for a World Cup giant slalom race which was 

won by Ted Ligety of America. It was so 

tough that several racers, including Olympic 

downhill champion Didier Cuche, collapsed with 

exhaustion at the end and had to be airlifted to 

an emergency clinic for a check-up. Ligety said 

afterwards that it was ‘one of the hardest races 

I’ve had in a long time'.

The group I was in took 17 minutes and 27 

seconds to complete the course by the way, 

about 16 minutes and 15 seconds behind Ligety’s 

time in his first run. But we did stop on several 

occasions to admire the view.

And at the end our physical state was such 

that we found it necessary to visit the Sun Bar 

restaurant at the foot of the run for an emergency 

hot chocolate and rum. But you know what? It 

was fun and we couldn’t wait to do it again.

Tom is happy to conduct any half-decent 

skiers down the slope as part of his ski school’s 

concept of tailoring the courses offered to what 

the customer wants, rather than the other way 

round. "Not that most choose to ski La Face just 

after a race," he said. "Val d’Isere, and the linked 

runs over at Tignes, has slopes for every ability 

and lots of cruising, not just tough stuff."

Tom added: "Ski school customers want 

different things and we do our best to meet their 

expectations – whether it’s simply to turn their 

snowplough into parallel turns or to give them a 

taste of what a top downhill racer experiences."

Tom’s school is one of many that have sprung 

up in the Alps in recent years, a good proportion 

of them British-run, as healthy competition has 

changed the face of ski teaching. The student 

is usually now put first, with their wishes and 

Serre Chevalier Vallée Tourist Office
0033 (0)4 92 24 98 80  www.serre-chevalier.com

Awesome slopes.

Open bowls.
Woodland runs.

France. Oui! 
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7 nights

s/c inc. 6-day

lift pass

from £209 pp,

selected dates.

Visit Les Grands Bains du Monêtier
– the perfect experience of pools,
relaxation, health and beauty, with
spa and wellness facilities 

Extensive skiing and snowboarding in
Serre Chevalier Vallée, the resort that
links four beautiful and traditional
villages along 15km of valley between
Briançon and the famous Col du
Lautaret, southern Alps.

• French charm and hospitality 

• Exhilarating tree skiing on high altitude peaks 

• Fabulous scenery and snow record with 
maximum sunshine days 

• Lots of family ski incentives including free 
ski pass for children under six years 

• Easy access: Turin, Grenoble and Lyon airports 
and rail direct to Briançon

Quote Ref: S&S for an additional 5% discount

The view from the top of La Face with 

the village of Val d’Isere far below

 		27

www.skierandsnowboarder.co.uk Skier and SnowboarderSep/Oct 2011

HOLIDAY NEWS

 

 

 

www.skicuisine.co.uk   

Tel: 01702 589543    Email: info@skicuisine.co.uk

 

 

F I N E  F O O D 

S U P E R I O R  C H A L E T S

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E

Ski Cuisine has become firmly established as one of Méribel’s 
leading chalet operators. Our knowledge and experience 
of this premier resort coupled with a superb portfolio of 
chalets and our renowned service ensures you of 
so much more than just a winter holiday.

Take off to winter luxury

SINGLES SKI
HOLIDAYS

Call now on 0871 200 0625
www.singleskiholidays.com

SINGLES SKI HOLIDAYS

❄ Skiing in France, Austria

and Italy

❄ Seven resorts offering

different levels of skiing

and snowboarding

❄ Rooms for sole use

❄ Flights from a range of

UK and Ireland airports

❄ 7 night prices from

£545 including flights,

half board & ski hosting

Apartments from only £50pppw

     Flights, transfers & accommodation from only £280pppw

�   Flights, transfers, accommodation 

� � & lift pass from only £375pppw

visit:www.skisupreme.co.uk
call:0845 194 7541

Apartments from only £50pppw

     Flights, transfers & accommodation from only £280pppw

�   Flights, transfers, accommodation 

� � & lift pass from only £375pppw

visit:www.skisupreme.co.uk
call:0845 194 7541

accommodation prices for half term 

2012 between £100 and £400 less.

MOUNTAIN PARADISE: Packages 

to Slovakia’s Tatra Mountains are 

available from £749 per adult and 

£549 per child. This include half 

board accommodation; return flights 

from a choice of UK airports to 

Krakow (Gatwick, Bristol, Liverpool 

or Edinburgh), airport transfers, six 

day ski pass and ski or snowboard 

hire and transfer to the ski resorts 

of Strbske Pleso and Tatranska 

Lomnica.

SNOWBEDS: The accommodation 

specialists have come up with a 

‘spot the ball’ competition with a 

difference. The snowbeds website 

– www.snowbeds.com  - features a 

picture of a snowy landscape.

To take part in the free to enter 

competition, entrants have to simply 

click on the picture where they think 

the skier is.

The winner will get a catered 

Ski Weekend for two this coming 

season. The closing date is 1 

December, and then the competition 

will be run again with a different 

photo.

FRIENDSHIP TRAVEL: A dedicated 

web-based ski and snowboarding 

programme for solo travellers has 

been launched by singles specialist, 

Friendship Travel.

The company is highlighting seven 

European resorts for the 2011/12 

season. They are Meribel, Tignes, 

Val d’Isere, Courchevel 1850 and Les 

Deux Alpes in France, along with 

Courmayeur in Italy and St Anton in 

Austria.

ERNA LOW: In order to encourage 

all skiers and boarders back to the 

slopes who didn’t go away last year 

or the year before, Erna Low has 

devised a special package.

If you can prove that you did not 

ski with Erna Low in either Winter 

2009/10 or 2010/11, but have booked 

with the company any time since it 

started 80 years ago, and now book 

again this winter in Arc 1950, you 

will get a free massage in the brand 

new spa at Arc 1950; a bottle of 

Savoie wine on arrival; a croissant 

delivery in your apartment for all the 

family for your first day; a free ski 

helmet rental for all the family when 

you book ski and boot hire; an Erna 

Low branded T-shirt; and a Where to 

Ski Guide’ book 2011/2012.

SKI WEEKENDER: The 4-day 

weekends and 3-day midweek 

breaks specialist is expanding into 

the Grand Massif this season where 

it is offering a traditional catered 

chalet in Samoëns.

This season marks Ski 

Weekender’s 10th anniversary 

of arranging short break ski and 

snowboard trips to La Clusaz and Le 

Grand Bornand.

LE SKI: The Courchevel specialist 

now has a sauna, steam room, hot 

tub, or endless pool in 20 out of the 

27 catered chalets it has on offer this 

season. This list includes Scalottas 

Lodge which is exclusive to Le Ski 

and home to five of its new chalets.

CHEZ SERRE CHEVALIER: British 

couple, Alison Dickie and Duncan 

Newbury, have launched a new 

holiday company, Chez Serre 

Chevalier, offering ski, snowboard 

and summer mountain holidays to 

the Serre Chevalier Valley, France.

Their plan is to give customers the 

opportunity to build their own tailor-

made self-catering holidays while 

keeping within an affordable budget.

CRYSTAL SKI: A CarbonNeutral 

office certification has been awarded 

to Crystal Ski for reducing its 

carbon footprint in its head office in 

Kingston-upon-Thames to net zero 

for the fourth consecutive year.

Since 2003 Crystal has been in 

partnership with The CarbonNeutral 

Company, providing customers with 

the option to offset emissions from 

travel (total tonnage of customers 

off-setting for their flights is 

around 20,000 tonnes) and since 

2008, taking responsibility for the 

company’s head office emissions.

POWDER WHITE: This season 

Powder White has introduced online 

‘Manage my Booking’ facility. Guests 

can order anything from fine wines 

from Berry Bros & Rudd to an in 

chalet ski fitting service through a 

tick box request system.

The company’s aim is to allow 

customers to take complete control 

of their holiday on a non-packaged 

basis, whether it is a short break 

with helicopter transfer and five-

star hotel in Courchevel 1850 or a 

local bus for a week’s stay in a 2-star 

apartment in Avoriaz.

IGOSKI: The boss of the activity 

company which includes IGOSKI, 

Alpine Elements and Ocean 

Elements recently finished 13th in 

a race across the Atlantic despite 

having no experience of ocean 

sailing.

James Hardiman, who runs the 

Wimbledon-based company, raced 

in the ‘Azores and Back’ race 

(otherwise known as the AZAB). 

The race covers over 1,000 miles 

of the Atlantic Ocean and 60 boats 

took part in the epic challenge, 

which is the UK’s biggest race of 

the year. James completed the 

race in 7 days, 8 hours and 55 

minutes and helped raise around 

£4,000 for Sail 4 Cancer.

Skiing in the
Pyrenees

Discover some of the away from it 
all ski areas in the Pyrenees while 
enjoying a taste of French life in 

the traditional village of Osserain. 
Two beautifully restored properties 
to choose from. One sleeps 4-6 and 

the other up to 10.

For more info call
00 33 (0)5 59 38 95 32

or log onto www.lepehau.com
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FRANCE

aims paramount, instead of simply joining a class 

and following the instructor round the mountain 

occasionally being told to bend this or that.

The philosophy is reflected in the services 

offered by the travel company Ski Power, in 

one of whose slopeside chalets I was staying. 

Ski Power boss Craig Norwood said: "We tailor 

the whole thing to exactly what the customer 

wants – just like properly-run modern ski schools 

do. We can organise flights, or people can make 

their own way to resort, we’ll do whatever 

transfers people want – private limousines with 

chilled champagne ready, or shared mini-buses. 

In the chalet guests can pre-order what they 

like, flowers in the room, massages, beauty 

treatments, nothing is too much trouble to 

organise."

The skiing and snowboarding in Val d’Isere and 

the linked pistes of Tignes are fabulous and also 

high-level which virtually guarantees good snow 

throughout the season. The large village also has 

some lively après ski.

But the unlimited wine in my chalet at dinner, 

and cosy atmosphere afterwards, somehow 

lessens the need to go out on the town. And an 

early night can only be good for having another 

go at La Face in the morning.

// Rob Freeman stayed at Chalet Nadine in Val 

d’Isere as a guest of Ski Power (www.skipower.

co.uk, 01737 306029). A week’s stay costs from 

£418 per person, based on two sharing. Price 

includes catered chalet accommodation (daily 

breakfast and a five-course evening meal six 

days a week), return flights from Gatwick and 

transfers.

// More details on the New Generation ski school 

on www.skinewgen.com , 0844 4843663 (UK) or 

0033 (0) 479 010318 (France). 

// For more information on Val d’Isere log on to: 

www.valdisere.com

News from France
LES ARCS: The chairlift Mont Blanc at Arc 1600 

has been replaced by a new, bigger and faster 

chairlift which provides direct access to “Les 

deux têtes” area. 

A 1,000 sqm spa has been opened in the resort. 

It has been divided in to various sectors which 

include treatment rooms, hammam, cold water 

waterfall, a spring and body scrub room, four 

water ponds and an ice cave – very cold – and 

dragon cave – very hot.

There’s also a beach space for resting after a 

treatment, a swimming pool with balneo and an 

outdoor sauna chalet.

LA PLAGNE: There are plenty of celebrations 

and events planned to mark La Plagne’s 50th 

birthday this winter. The big day itself is 21 De-

cember 2011 when the resort plans a celebratory 

evening of entertainment and a live show. 

After the show a big firework display will take 

place on the Plagne Centre snow front.

ALPE D’HUEZ: Two new luxury accommodation 

properties will be open this winter. HMC Hotels 

& Resorts have a new luxury chalet hotel in the 

Bergers area, 250m from the ski lifts. It will con-

tain 27 rooms and luxury suites most with ter-

race and lobby with central fireplace. It contains 

a restaurant, bar, outdoor heated pool, Jacuzzi, 

sauna and fitness area.

The second new property is the four star Le 

Cristal de l’Alpe, a new CGH residence built by 

MGM Construction. It is located in the heart of 

the resort, close to the shops and leisure facili-

ties. 

It has 71 apartments, with two to five rooms in 

each and the residence has a heated indoor pool, 

sauna, steam room, Jacuzzi and fitness room.

CHAMONIX: The lift tickets are being simpli-

fied by cutting the former three levels of choice 

to two. The two passes are now the Chamonix le 

Pass - covering all lifts in Chamonix up to 2800m 

(not les Houches) and costing €210 for an adult 

ticket for most of the season; and the Mont-Blanc 

Unlimited covering all of Chamonix Valley and 

Courmayeur it Italy (as well as Verbier in Swit-

zerland for 6 day passes and above).

This costs €255 Euros for most of the season 

(discounted before Christmas).

The pass that has gone is The Ski Pass Mont-

Blanc which covered 800km of terrain including 

the slopes of neighbouring Megeve, St Gervais, 

Les Contamines and others.

Crisply pressed: Perfect corduroy for cruising at Val d'Isere 

Call us now on 0844 557 3119 
or visit vip-chalets.com

The defi nitive collection of luxury ski chalets

ATOL PROTECTED 3556  AITO

Offers subject to availability, cannot be combined with other offers and apply to new bookings only. *Not applicable New Year, 2 Jan, half term or Easter dates. 

Terms and Conditions apply. Phone bookings only, quote ‘Skier Offer 24’ at time of booking.

Val d’Isere – Meribel – Alpe d’Huez 
– La Plagne – Morzine – Les Gets 

– Zermatt – Verbier

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER

£50 discount per person on all bookings 

made before end October 2011*. 

Quote ‘Skier Offer 24’.
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SKIER & SNOWBOARDER GUIDE

01273 466535

Meribel &  

La Tania Chalets

• Central & piste locations

• Superior service, cuisine & wine

• Hot-tubs, spa baths, saunas & Wi-Fi

Providing chalet holidays for 18 years.

5007

alpineaction.co.uk

Book online

Contact Mountain Beds, 
the established specialists, 
for tailor-made ski holidays

VERBIER AND OTHER 
TOP RESORTS

Est since 1992

Tel: 01502 471960

info@mountainbeds.com

www.mountainbeds.com

SKI

,ŝŐŚ �ůƟƚƵĚĞ ZĞƐŽƌƚƐ
^Ŭŝ ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ &ƌĞŶĐŚ �ůƉƐ

4★ �ŚĂůĞƚ ďŽĂƌĚ ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ ĨƌŽŵ άϮ4ϱ ƉĞƌ ƉĞƌƐŽŶ ĨŽƌ ϳ ŶŝŐŚƚƐ

zour skiing holiday should be one to remember. Eot only do we want 

you to have a great tme on the snow, we also want you to have 

a fantastc overall experience. EŽƚŚŝŶŐ ŝƐ ƚŽŽ ŵƵĐŚ ƚƌŽƵďůĞ at Take 

Me To Ski. We provide a bespoke skiing service designed to give you 

everything and anything you will possibly need. 

❆ YƵĂůŝƚǇ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ ❆ ^Ŭŝ ŝŶ ^Ŭŝ ŽƵƚ ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ ❆ &ůĞǆŝďůĞ ƐƚĂǇƐ ❆ 

YƵĂůŝƚǇ ŐĞĂƌ Θ ŽŶ ƐŝƚĞ ŚŝƌĞ ❆ >ŝŌ ƉĂƐƐĞƐ ƌĞĂĚǇ ŽŶ ĂƌƌŝǀĂů ❆ KƵƌ ŽǁŶ 
ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƐ ❆ 4DΖƐ �ĂĨĞ �Ăƌ

To book call Ϭဒ444 ϭϮဓ 444   
ǁǁǁ�ƚĂŬĞŵĞƚŽƐŬŝ�ĐŽ�ƵŬ

10136

snowbeds.com
• best value ski accommodation France

• weekend ski breaks – 1 hour GVA

• new easy online booking

snowbeds.com 0870 068 9882

Free Ski Weekend Comp.

(visit website to enter)

• Award winning catered chalets • 

• Gourmet Cuisine & Wines • 

• Sunday Charter Flights • 

• Ski Leading and Childcare •

T: 01428 608070 skipeak.net

AiTO

ATOL Protected  

2697

Vaujany/Alpe d’huez
3300m-1100m

T
HERE will be shorter 

transfer times to Andorran 

ski areas this season 

with Neilson due to an 

exclusive deal the company has 

made to use the new Lleida Airport 

located in Alguaire in Catalonia, 

Spain.

It means skiers and snowboarders 

travelling with Neilson will benefit 

from shorter transfer times and the 

exclusive use of all check-in desks, 

security points and the arrival and 

departure hall for all Neilson flight 

times.

Neilson has also expanded 

into Folgarida, Italy. Skiers and 

snowboarders can once again use 

Lleida airport to access the largely 

undiscovered Baqueira Beret area in 

Spain.

In an attempt to make life easier 

Neilson also has a new ski inclusive 

option to get customers on the 

slopes from £399 for a package that 

includes flights, accommodation, 

return transfers to resort, lift pass, 

ski/snowboard hire or carriage, 

boot hire and dedicated Neilson rep 

service.

EUROSTAR: Tickets are now 

on sale for Eurostar’s ski service 

from St Pancras International 

and Ashford International to the 

French Alps. The services will run 

from Saturday 17 December (day 

services) and Friday 23 December 

(night services) until Saturday 14 

April 2012. 

They are direct to Moûtiers, Aime-

La-Plagne and Bourg St Maurice, 

with return fares starting from £149.

LAGRANGE: The fact the UK half 

term week does not clash with 

French dates this year is good news 

for families who want to ski this 

February half term holiday says 

Lagrange. 

This has made the company’s 

New airport eases 
journey to Andorra
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