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ROYAL CARIBBEAN - £3.95

NCL - £3.61

CELEBRITY CRUISES - £3.59

CUNARD CRUISES - £3.41

COSTA CRUISES - £3.05

HOLLAND AMERICA - £3.05

OCEAN VILLAGE - £2.65

PRINCESS - £2.51

P&O CRUISES - £2.35

FRED.OLSEN - £2.20
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Late Escapes

This week’s exclusive selection of late availability holidays are
from Durham Tees Valley Airport unless otherwise stated. All
seven nights self-catering unless stated. Prices correct at time of
printing and subject to availability and to individual operators’
terms and conditions.

TravelFacts

MIDLANDS COOP 0844 5533514
www.airport-holidays.co.uk/durham

BENIDORM: Feb 16 ...............................£229
AMSTERDAM: Feb 20, BB, 3nt .................£269
BENIDORM: April 13, FB .........................£399
TURKEY: May 26, BB, 14nt .......................£299
MAJORCA: June 24, HB, 14nt....................£559
BULGARIA: July 5, HB ............................£439
MAJORCA: Sept 9, AI .............................£419
TURKEY: Oct 14, ...................................£229

GET some winter sun in Marrakech,
Morocco, from £299. That’s the starting
price for a five night holiday at the four
star Atlas Asni on a bed and breakfast
basis. The Atlas Asni is located in a green
and flowering environment, within the
palm trees gardens, typical of Morocco.
The price includes return flights from
Manchester on December 10, 2009. To
book, go to www.lastminute.com

My holiday

Holidays
10

Holiday hotspots
YOU can save £480 and soak up the sun
in the Dominican Republic where there is
year-round sunshine, stunning coastal
and mountainous scenery and a rich
cultural history. Prices start at £639 for a
seven nights four-star stay departing
Manchester daily from February 3. For
details go to www.theholidayplace.co.uk
and click on Dominican Republic or call
020 7644 1747

prices
for beer
charged
by cruise
lines

ADRIAN HOGG left the
snow behind at home
for even more snow
in the French Alps

IT was only lunchtime on the
second day, but already we
had run out of superlatives.

Since our arrival, just about every
other word seemed to have been
“fantastic”, “superb”, “unbelievable”
or “magnificent” so instead we did
the only thing possible - shut up
and, with one last look at the fant-
astic scenery, set off on another
superb run down an unbelievably
empty piste in magnificent con-
dition.

To a non-skier, leaving behind
Britain’s heaviest snowfall in dec-
ades in order to slide down French
mountains may seem eccentric to
say the least, but to anyone else it
was, well, superb.

We had travelled to Courchevel,
part of the Three Valleys complex of
France’s Savoie region, the “largest
skiable area in the world” and only
some two-and-a-half hours drive
from Geneva airport.

Childish excitement
Despite ingrained boyhood

memories of skiing through ho-
rizontal rain in Scotland, I always
set off full of childish excitement,
even if I am half expecting to be
told “you should have been here
last week” or “the forecast is great
for a fortnight’s time” when I ar-
rive, but even the harshest of critics
would find nothing to carp about
the conditions this time.

The tone was set from the mo-
ment of our arrival in Courchevel
1550, one of a number of mini-re-
sorts clustered around the valley
(the number refers to the height).

We were to be guests of
skipower.co.uk in one of a number
of chalets they have in the area.
Ours, Sylvie, was one of a pair built
by a local hotel owner for his daugh-
ters and after one look round the
collective thought was “Do you
think he’d adopt me?”

Cooking to die for
One thing that was not down to

pot luck, but rather to skipower and
the individuals themselves was the
standard of care.

Each chalet has a “host” who is
also the chef and an assistant and in
Iain and Sophie we again could not
have asked for more: cooking to die
for, great personalities, and royal

treatment of
the guests - whether it be serving
the nightly champagne and
canapes, or keeping the supplies of
free wine topped up - they felt
more like part of the group than
staff.

Ulitmately, however, it was the
skiing that was going to make or
break this holiday. We had the best
snow and sunshine many could
remember, but even in the poorer
of conditions, Courchevel has it
made. 150kms of piste of its own
and linked to another 510 or so in
the rest of the Three Valleys, even
the most demanding skier would
find plenty to entertain them.

Gentle green runs, sweeping
blues and reds, and I-really-can’t-
bear-to-look-blacks, all linked by
an efficient lift system, the Three
Valleys has it all. In abundance.

The only problem is likely to be
deciding where to go, but we
didn’t even have to worry about
that as another of skipower’s
great benefits is its free ski
hosting service.

It being France, there is prob-
ably some law against calling
someone a ski guide unless
they have spent 300 years train-
ing in Chamonix or somesuch,

but that is essentially what the
hosts do. They pop along to ask

where you would like to go, ability
levels etc and guide - sorry host -
you accordingly!

Prayers were answered
One thing the hosts don’t claim

to offer is qualified instruction. I
have skied for years to a reas-
onable standard, but have long
wanted to brush up my skills while
having a probably totally unreas-
onable determination to avoid the
ubiquitous ESF (Ecole Du Ski
Francais).

Finally on this trip I found the
answer to my prayers. Well, two
actually, in New Generation and
Magic, both well established local
outfits which offer lessons in
either small groups or on an in-
dividual basis.

Both were excellent. Patient, yet
not afraid of pushing clients when
they felt it was appropriate, we

could actually feel our confidence
and skills grow after their careful
tutelage.

Appetite for dinner
The one thing you WON’T be

happy with is the prices in bars and
restaurants. With a rubbish pound
to euro exchange rate and Russian
oligarchs and assorted other mil-
lionaires holed up nearby, it ain’t
cheap to eat on the slopes, but hey,
you can always claim you’re on a
health kick and just ski more!

It will leave you with more of an
appetite for dinner which believe
me is no bad thing...

! We were guests of skipower,
which offers a range of holidays in
Courchevel and other resorts.
Details from www.skipower.co.uk
! Geneva airport is only a short
drive away.
! New Generation ski school:
Book online at
www.skinewgen.com before you
go or contact them on arrival.
Magic ski school: Again can be
booked from the UK via
www.magicfr.com or contacted
after arrival.
! Courchevel 1550 is one of a
number of resort towns within the
Courchevel Valley, most named
after their height above sea level.
It is part of the Three Valleys, in
France’s Savoie region. More info
from www.courchevel.com

! La Taiga restaurant - we visited
nearby Tania village to try this excel-
lent restaurant which also hosts two
very funny British stand-up comics.

! People watch - there are some ser-
iously rich visitors, some famous and
some accompanied by tough-looking

Russian gentlemen.
! Works by the great Surrealist artist
Dali are on show throughout the resort.
! The Bubble, a popular bar in 1650

with the Brits, with a lively atmo-
sphere, often including theme

nights such as “The 80s”.
! Travel round - a free bus
service runs between the

various resorts of
Courchevel.

ON THE PISTE: The Boulevard Du
Lac Bleu at Courchevel
PICTURE: Courchevel
Tourisme/Jérome Kélag

Snow business
Places
to see

All prices for a bottle of Becks charged on
cruises in descending order of price. Table
compiled by www.cruise.co.uk

with STEVE RACE

Evening Gazette Reader Travel

To book or request a FREE colour brochure Call: 01642 564422 www.eveninggazette.reader.travel

OrganisedbyOmegaHolidaysplc,ABTAV4782. Single roomsupplementapplies. Subject toavailability. *The£5pponlinebookingdiscountdoesnotapply today&eveningexcursions.

Grand National Aintree 2010
Don’t get pipped at the post! Join us on a great weekend break to the 163rd Grand National
at Aintree, and enjoy the thrills and excitement of a celebrated sporting day.
Price includes: • Admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure, (an upgrade to the Tattersalls Enclosure is available at
a supplement) • 1 night’s bed, dinner and full English breakfast accommodation at a 3 star outer Manchester area
hotel • Return coach travel fromMiddlesbrough

2 days from

£119.95pp

Departing 10 April 2010

Bookon-line beforethe31March 2010,andreceive a £5ppdiscount*


